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Special July 2018 Edition 

The Courier 
Northeast Ohio Civil War Round Table 

 

 Friday July 20th the NEOCWRT at Lawnfield 

The James A. Garfield National Historic Site 

8095 Mentor Avenue, Mentor, Ohio 

Speakers:  Daniel J. Vermylia:  “McClellan’s Antietam Campaign” 7pm  

 Matt Atkinson: “War is a Hellish Way of settling a Dispute” 8:15 pm 

On Friday July 20, 2018, members of the Northeast Ohio Civil War Round 
Table will be gathering at the Lawnfield, Mentor, Ohio home of our Twentieth 

President, James A. Garfield, for the NEOCWRT’s 7th Annual Speakers Symposium 

and Civil War Encampment weekend. The Friday program begins at 7pm in the 

Visitors Center conference room with Kirtland, Ohio native son and National Park 

Service Ranger / Historian, Dan Vermilya presenting his talk on “McClellan’s 

Antietam Campaign.”   Dan Vermilya received his B.A. in history at Hillsdale 

College in Michigan and earned his Master’s degree in History from John Carroll 

University.  Mr. Vermilya is the author of three Civil War history books:                   

The Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, James Garfield & the Civil War, and his latest, 

That Bloody Field, The Battle of Antietam. 

Matt Atkinson was born and raised in Houston, Mississippi and earned his B. A. 

degree in History and Business Administration from the University of Mississippi.  

Matt is a National Park Service ranger and nationally recognized historian.  He is 

currently working at the Gettysburg National Military Park.  He has also worked at the 

Vicksburg and Petersburg National Battlefield sites.  Matt Atkinson’s C-Span and YouTube videos are 

among the most popular American Civil War history videos on the internet.  He has the ability to combine 

his mellow southern Mississippi voice along with an astute grasp of American Civil War history and practical 

humor to give his audience of all ages, an unforgettable learning experience. Matt Atkinson is a favorite with 

Gettysburg battlefield tour groups. Matt makes Civil War history come alive in the tradition of the great 

historian and author, Shelby Foote.  
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Join us at the James A. Garfield National Historic Site for the 9th annual       

Civil War Encampment Weekend:    Friday July 20th  thru Sunday July 22nd. 

    

Civil War Reenactors will be performing throughout the weekend and visitors can take 

Free Guided Tours of President Garfield’s Lawnfield home.  

     

Scheduled activities include Civil War era military drill, the manual of arms,               

firing demonstrations,  the Junior Drum Corps and Junior Militia. 
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The NEOCWRT’s Arlan Byrne is a  retired Geauga County school teacher and 

former band director.  He has not been sitting idle, watching the corn grow or the 

crows resting on the pump jacks over the gas wells on his back forty. Arlan has been 

very busy writing and putting the finishing touches on his first book, a compilation of 

articles, short stories and poems that first appeared in The Courier and the Middlefield, 

Ohio Library Association’s monthly newsletter.  “Journeys Through History and 

Nature “is a treasure trove of unusual American History and Civil War stories, 

presented in Arlan Byrne’s own unique style.  

In “Abraham Lincoln meets Prince Napoleon”, the reader is treated to a story that 

was not in your high school history books. France’s Prince Napoleon and his wife 

arrived at the White House visit in August 1861, shortly after the Battle of First Bull 

Run.  The French visitors arrived unannounced.  They found the front door locked.  

Upon finally being escorted into the White House  they entered a magnificent drawing 

room.  An aide to the Prince later described what happend “ The furniture, though  

extremely rich was in poor taste.” The Prince and his wife sat in the empty room for fifteen minutes before President 

Lincoln and his Secretary of State finally arrived.  They shook hands and then Lincoln and Mr.Seward began “ a great 

movement of chairs that lasted several minutes.  Lincoln then asked about the health of the Prince’s father Lucien.This 

was a very ackward moment for the President, Lucien was the Prince’s Uncle not his father. Lucien  had been dead for 

twenty years.   

Another example of Arlan Byrne’s story telling skills is revealed in General Daniel Butterfield, Will the real Daniel 

Butterfield please stand up?” The reader is introduced to a young Daniel Butterfield whose father, John Warren 

Butterfield is a very rich and successful business man with influence in high places.  Daniel joined a Washington D. C. 

militia company in April 1861 as a sergeant.  Within two weeks and with the help of his father, he was promoted to 

colonel.  Two months after that he made Brigadier General.  In September 1892, some 27 years after the war, Butterfield 

petitioned the War Department.  He wanted to be awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions at the Battle of Gaines Mill.  

In the book “Generals in Bronze,”  Chief of Staff, Maj. Gen. Alexander Webb said of Butterfield:  “That lying little 

knave.  He is one of the most corrupt, scheming, lying scoundrels. He pretends he was wounded at Gettysburg…He was 

hit in the throat with the branch of a tree.” 

Arlan likes Dorothy Paker and Ogden Nash poems.  He quotes them for his readers: 

Dorothy Parker:  “By the time you swear you’re his,    Shivering and sighing,    And he swears his passion is  

  Infinite, undying,      Lady, make a note of this    One of you is lying.”    

From Ogden Nash:  “Happiness is having a scratch for every itch.” 

One of Arlan’s favorites from Nash:  “To keep your marriage brimming    with love in the loving cup, 

  Whenever you’re wrong, admit it,    Whenever you’re right, shut up.” 

These are just a few examples of what you will find in this remarkable book. I realized right off the bat that Arlan Byne 

was a gifted writer when he submitted his first article to be included in the Courier.some years ago.  Journeys Through 

History and Nature introduces the world to his amazing talent!  Bravo Arlan, well done!  We are trying to get 

Arlan and his publisher to send us a box of his books to sell at our next official NEOCWRT meeting in 

September 2018. Everyone will want to own a copy of this book. It is that good.   
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Photos from the 2018 Memorial Day ceremonies at Willoughby Cemetery, our June visit to 

Oberlin and the Sheffield Lake Headquarters of the 103rd OVI 
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Burnside Bridge photo by Becky Byrne 

              


