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                 THE COURIER          

               Northeast Ohio Civil War Round Table 

                                                                             

                                         Tuesday    February 13th, 2018   Meeting #176 

         Canteen:  6:00 pm       Dinner:  6:45 pm  

                                            Pine Ridge Country Club 

                                       30601 Ridge Road, Wickliffe, Ohio  

                                                     Guest Speaker:  Scott Longert 

                                           Topic:  “No Money, No Beer, No Pennants” 

                     Reservations required     Guests are Welcome     Please call Mike Sears 

                           Phone   440 257 3956   e-Mail: mikeanddonnas@roadrunner.com   

            

  

 

Scott Longert is a former Park Guide at the 

James A. Garfield National Historic Site, 

former employee at the Western Reserve 

Historical Society, and a former member of our 

NEOCWRT. Today, Scott is living the dream 

writing books on Cleveland Indians history. He 

also travels the lecture circuit promoting his 

three books, “Addie Joss, King of the Pitchers” 

(the Indian’s turn of the century ace pitcher), 

“The Best They Could Be” (the story of the 

1920’s Indians first World Series season), and 

his most recent, “No Money, No Beer, No 

Pennants” (dealing with the Tribe’s challenges 
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in the 1930’s). Scott is currently finishing up on his 4th book, but mum’s the word on what it’s 

about. 

Scott has also written numerous articles on baseball history for the Plain Dealer Sunday 

Magazine, Timeline, The Baseball Research Journal, and The National Pastime. 

Scott is a graduate of Cleveland State University and had the esteemed Dr. Allan Peskin as a 

history teacher. He recalls that Dr. Peskin never gave him an A on any of his writing assignments. 

Today, Scott lives in Beachwood with his wife Vicki, and their dog and cat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following article does not necessarily state or represent an endorsement of the facts, 
conclusions, and opinions of the author by the NEOCWRT or its membership.  Readers are 

welcome to comment upon or submit articles on the subject.  

 

 

BE DISCERNING IN WHAT YOU ACCEPT AS HISTORY 

  

Book Review by Judge Paul H. Mitrovich (Ret.) 
_________________________________________________________ 

Authors and writers of history should have the honesty and integrity to only present true and 
factually correct history.  History is our legacy to future generations.  Our national history creates 
our heritage and if we pass on false history it will result in a defect of our national character. 
There should be a high sense of honor in the historical community which transcends the normal 
media standards. The public relies on the author’s honesty and integrity in accepting this work.  
It is sad that we have many who pervert truth for personal advancement or gain.  But, 
unfortunately, as long as we have the First Amendment, this is a plague which will never be 
eradicated. But, the historical community must raise the standards and maintain them.  The 
media and movie makers contribute their share of confusion or even perversion to history.  It is 
also unfortunate that there are those who have twisted history and that we will never know the 
truth. Mark Twain said, “The only thing new in the world is the history we do not know.”  And the 
history we do not know should be learned as the truth.  
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Ron Chernow recently published his whopping 1074 page 
biography of Ulysses Simpson Grant titled “Grant.”  Chernow 
is a well-respected historian and his book has made the #1 
Times Best Seller List. Quite an honor but few people know 
that the honor only comes if the author pays for the privilege.   
Thus, a mediocre work can be touted as a great piece of 
literature if the price is right.  Chernow claims his motives are 
pure and he has taken a new, unbiased view of Grant and finds 
him a first-rate general and president, even considering his 
faults.  In doing so, Chernow plays down Grant’s faults and 
glorifies his deeds and presents Grant as a man of sterling 
character who won the war for the Union and then led the 
country through difficult times after the war.  There is some 
truth here but Chernow expands his analysis beyond 
credulity.  

Some authors who are only interested in the profit motive will 
spin a yarn out of whole cloth and call it historical fact.  It is 
then accepted by the public as true history. Few people look 

behind the story and determine the truth of the matter.  A good example of historical perversion 
is Bill O’Reilly’s book, Killing Lincoln.  The book places legitimacy on Allen Pinkerton’s so-
called discovery of the plot to assassinate Lincoln when he passed through Baltimore on the 
inauguration train.  The only evidence of a plot rested in the mind of Pinkerton as no other 
evidence existed at the time and none exists today.  Lincoln’s personal body guard claimed there 
was no plot except in Pinkerton’s mind and he dubbed Pinkerton as an opportunist.  Likewise, the 
Provost of Washington D.C. agreed at the time.  The media severely criticized Lincoln for 
“sneaking: into Washington but Pinkerton never came forward to the media with evidence to 
exonerate his president and justify his claim of a plot.     

The matter was never investigated nor anyone questioned or arrested even though Pinkerton 
claimed he knew the names and identities of the conspirators. In fact, Pinkerton claimed to have 
been present when the plot was hatched. Twenty years after the event, Pinkerton wrote a book 
about his life and included the story.  He claimed he had documented proof but it burned up in 
the Chicago fire.  Pinkerton was not known for his honesty or veracity.  To him, truth was 
unimportant if a lie would better suit his purpose.  Thus, we only have Pinkerton’s book which 
survives.  O’Reilly does not explain any of this in his book nor does he present any evidence of the 
validity of the claim and this is what makes the legitimacy of the plot and his book highly suspect.   

George Will, a well-respected columnist and writer, recently wrote a column praising Chernow’s 
work and cited many facts from Chernow’s book which Will accepts as gospel but are blatantly 
wrong.  It is obvious Will, like many who do not question the authenticity of another’s writing, 
did nothing to prove Chernow’s claims but accepted them on face value.  Will says, “Chernow’s 
“Grant is a gift to a nation presently much in need of measured judgment about its past.” Chernow 
obviously wrote the book with a profit motive in mind as a work which places Grant in a new and 



Volume XXII, Issue 2, February 13, 2018 

 
                                                                                                          4 
 

favorable position would be a better seller than 
publishing the same material that scholars and 
writers have been publishing about Grant for the 
last almost 160 years.  There is no new evidence but 
merely Chernow’s re-evaluation of old facts.         

Chernow is an apologist for Grant’s drinking by 
saying he had an “episodic drinking problem but 
was not a problem drinker: He was rarely 
incapacitated and never during military exigencies.”   
This is absolutely a false statement. if we are to 
accept what other historians and people who were 
with Grant during the war have written over the 
decades.  Use of the term “episodic” implies that 

Grant only drank to excess on occasion.  Grant’s drinking was well known at the time. His own 
staff attested that Grant was often so drunk he crawled on the ground.  Grant had to resign his 
commission rather than be court marshalled for drunkenness.  Grant once had an argument with 
McClellan over Grant’s drinking and this was the reason McClellan refused to talk to Grant about 
a commission when the Civil War started.  Grant was reportedly drunk at the Battle of Shiloh 
and was one of the reasons he was relieved of command.  Grant had been injured by an 
accident with a horse and his leg gave him considerable pain.  This may have been a reason for 
his drinking at the time but not an excuse for a commander in the field with thousands of men’s 
lives in his hands.  Grant took most of the blame for the Shiloh fiasco, and he probably should 
have, but Halleck and Don Carlos Buell wrote the official version giving the credit for saving Grant 
to Buell. Because Halleck liked Sherman, Sherman came off as the hero of the battle which was 
undeserved.  The real hero of Shiloh was General Benjamin Prentiss who held the center against 
Bragg, giving Sherman and other defeated-retreating general’s time to rally their troops   Prentis 
saved the day but received little credit.         

Grant made promises to his most trusted staff member, Rawlins, that he would curb his drinking.  
Why would he make such promises if his drinking did not interfere with his command functions?  
These are but a few instances of Grant’s uncontrolled drinking.  It would not be possible to record 
here all the written instances of Grant’s drinking.  Alcohol took Grant low and the war and 
presidency did not diminish his need for the drug.  There is nothing wrong with Chernow trying 
to rehabilitate Grant but he does so interposing his opinions to change the facts.  

Will and Chernow accept without question, Grant’s memoir of the war by saying it is the “greatest 
military memoir in the English language and the greatest book ever published by a U.S. 
President.”    Now that is a real stretch.  Certainly, the book is well regarded but does not deserve 
the reverence ascribed by Will or Chernow.  Grant and Sherman, as well, wrote memoirs of the 
war and blatantly rewrote the history of the war to glorify themselves, play-down their mistakes 
and blame others for their failures.  They both rewrote the war through their eyes and 
diminished the role others played in the war to enhance themselves.  

General George Thomas was probably one of the finest generals to come out of the war but 
Grant and Sherman wrote disparagingly of him.  A good example of Grant rewriting history was 

                                          George Will 
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that he wrote eleven different accounts of the Battle of Belmont, 
Missouri to justify his actions.  In none of these accounts did he 
admit he did anything wrong.  The mistakes were those of others.  
Consider also, Grant wrote the memoir twenty years after the war, 
well after many who could have disagreed were gone.        

As president, Chernow gives Grant high marks and glosses the fact 
that Grant’s administration was plagued by corruption, even from 
his own family.  He never moved to stop it or clean it up.  He kept 
people in office even though they were openly corrupt because 
they were “friends.”  Chernow passes this off as naiveite and trust 
in the wrong people.  But isn’t this a defect of character to know 
corruption and not take steps to correct it?  By doing nothing, he 
condoned it and he became as guilty by aiding and abetting.  
History got this part about Grant right.  

Chernow justifies Grant’s reputation for squandering men’s lives 
by arrogantly passing it off as, Grant’s casualty figures were “often lower than those of many 
Confederate generals.”  This explanation does not ameliorate the fact that Grant was commonly 
called “Butcher Grant.”  Grant only knew one tactic; Frontal Assault.” He did not change his tactic 
even when the casualty figures mounted, He knew the North had more cannon fodder than the 
South.  Chernow further opines that much of the disdain for Grant is driven as a result of the 
adulation for Robert E. Lee.  Chernow then launches into a diatribe why Lee is not a sterling 
character either.  Lee may deserve the criticism but Lee’s status has nothing to do with the way in 
which Grant chose to conduct himself. Grant and Grant alone must take responsibility for 
squandered lives.        

Chernow ranks Grant “only behind Lincoln and Lyndon Johnson as a presidential advancer of 
African-American aspirations.  While it is true that Grant did try to help the former slaves, it was 
not a cornerstone of his presidency.  He did genuinely support civil rights legislation to help the 
freedmen.  Chernow also applauds Grant for “crushing the KKK.”  Grant did do battle with the 
KKK terrorists in North Carolina and he was successful in driving them out of the state but he did 
not destroy the organization as it flourished in other states. When the back-lash of political 
pressure reached the White House, Grant folded and relented on his pursuit of the terrorists. 
Other terrorist supremacy groups existed throughout the south and during his eight years in 
office burning and hanging were common.  Grant did little to stem the violence that raged 
through the south in the supremacist’s taking back political power and subjecting the former 
slaves to re-enslavement.  The governments of several states begged for Federal troops to put 
down the violence and protect the freedmen and property but Grant refused. Perhaps if Grant 
had acted, Reconstruction might not have been such a failure.  

Chernow gives Lyndon B. Johnson too high a status.  Johnson certainly rode the crest of the Civil 
Rights Movement by taking credit for the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 65 but these were in the 
works before he took office.  Other than that, Johnson’s “Great Society” fell apart because of the 

            General George Thomas 
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turmoil of the Viet Nam War.  Even though Johnson had 
the tacit cooperation of Congress he accomplished little in 
the way of social advancement for African Americans.  
For my money, the greatest Civil Rights President was 
Harry S. Truman because he made Civil Rights a 
cornerstone of his administration.  No other president, 
before or since, had taken a specific stand on Civil Rights 
for African-Americans.  He did so at a time when White 
Supremacists were at the height of political power.  He 
knew his actions were unpopular and he had no backing 

from Congress.  He said he would rather loose the election than back off on Civil Rights. He 
integrated the military after 83 years of segregation.        

Lincoln is a completely different commodity but it cannot accurately be said that he was an 
advancer of African-American aspirations.   We have to consider the times and the political 
pressures Lincoln was under.  Lincoln certainly was not a racist. nor a bigot   He believed in the 
equality of every man. Before the war he abhorred slavery and knew the nation could not 
continue “half slave and half free.”  He looked upon the Dred Scott decision of the Supreme Court 
with distain and saw the evil of it in pushing the country into Civil War.  When the war started, he 
made it clear that if he could prevent the war and preserve the Union by keeping slavery he 
would do it   In keeping with this, the official early war Union policy was to return slaves to their 
masters. When Lincoln declared his Emancipation Proclamation, he did so for specific reasons 
other than humanitarian or to advance the asperations of the slaves.   England and France had to 
be kept out of the war and the proclamation assured this.  The food that kept the Confederate 
Army in the field was partly produced by the slaves.  If the food source could be interrupted, it 
would help weaken the Confederate Army.  After the proclamation, Lincoln theorized the two 
races could never live together and he attempted to engage in a program to return former slaves 
back to Africa.  Then toward the end of the war, Lincoln recognized the sacrifices and 
contributions 180,000 black Union soldiers had made to the war and announced that the benefits 
of freedom should extend to those who helped win the war.  Before his death he pushed for the 
passage of the 13th Amendment which abolished slavery.  It is perhaps, more accurate to say that 
Lincoln was a pragmatic politician who recognized the pressures of his time and bowed to events 
for which he had no control. But he did what he thought he had to do for the benefit of the entire 
nation.  It is universally believed that had Lincoln lived, Reconstruction would have produced a 
different result but we will never know.  As it was, Reconstruction was a failure of the Congress 
and the Grant administration. Thus, Lincoln’s actions may have benefited the black man but 
Lincoln was guided by the political necessity of winning the war.        

Thus, Chernow’s book is nothing more than old facts dressed up in new clothes to make them 
palatable.  After all this time and so much material that has been printed about Grant one either 
overlooks his faults and sees a hero or Grant’s character defects drag him down in the eyes of the 
evaluator.  Perhaps it is time for Grant to be given rehabilitation but with the negativism 
generated by historians and the media, it will be a difficult task.  Doubtful, Chernow’s book will 
turn the tide. 

 

                           Lyndon B. Johnson 
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THE  1948  WORLD SERIES 

By Arlan Byrne 

 

In 1946, a Cleveland promoter, hustler and publicity seeking showman named Bill Veeck, 

had organized a group of rich men, rounded up ten million dollars, bought the Cleveland 

Indians baseball franchise and started out to 

rejuvenate baseball in Cleveland. To do so, he started 

a big publicity campaign and began signing the best 

baseball players he could find; including the American 

League’s first black player, outfielder Larry Doby. But 

signing Doby was not just a publicity stunt. He had 

been the Negro American League’s outstanding player. 

He also hit .301 in the 1948 World Series and went on 

to become a seven-time Major League All-Star and 

Hall of Fame outfielder.   

Also, among other players he signed was a black 

pitcher, Leroy ’Satchell’ Paige. Paige claimed he was 

42 years old; but nobody knew how old he really was 

because he didn’t have a birth certificate. In the old 

Negro League he had been an outstanding pitcher with 

a blazing fast ball and a wicked curve ball and although both had deteriorated with time; 

he still had enough ‘stuff’ to win 6 games in relief for Cleveland in 1948. He also made 

good newspaper copy saying such things as: ”Never look back, something might be gaining 

on you,” or “Throw strikes! Home plate don’t move,” or “Pitching is simple, Keep the ball 

away from the bat.” 

At the time, with racial segregation still in full bloom, hiring black players to play on 

formerly all-white Major League baseball teams was highly controversial. So, after 

signing Doby and Paige, Veeck passed around a questionnaire asking if any of his players 

had objections to playing with black players. Three of them did and before the end of 

the year, they were gone. 

When Veeck bought the Indians they played their home games at League Park, an old 

20,000 seat wooden structure on the corner of East 77th Street and Lexington Ave. He 

wanted to switch venues and play games in the much larger Cleveland Municipal Stadium; 

Bill Veeck 
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but since he was tied into a contract, at first, he was only able to play weekend and 

holiday games at the Stadium.  

The Stadium had been built on the Cleveland Lake Erie lakefront in 1920 on a landfill 

composed of junk cars and old tires. Supposedly it was built as part of the 1920 Summer 

Olympics; but this was not true. It was used for municipal celebrations, festivals and 

election events,  

It was also probably the worst baseball park in the modern history of the game. The 

infield was so far from the stands that the players often appeared to be 3 – 4 inches 

tall. Also, if you got a seat behind one of the huge steel posts that held up the roof, you 

spent most of the game weaving back and forth to follow the action. Finally, the outfield 

was so large they had to install a temporary fence to bring it down to major league size. 

{However, the rumor that the fence roamed around the outfield, depending on the 

sluggers the visiting team brought with them, was not true. The fence never moved.} 

At the end of the 1948 baseball season, for the first time in history, two American 

League baseball teams, the Boston Red Sox and the Cleveland Indians were tied with 

identical won-lost records of 96-58. Also, the teams had split their season series, 

winning 11 games each. So, with the result of a coin toss held at the Leagues Chicago 

office, the decision was made for a one game, winner take all, playoff game; and it would 

be played at the Boston Red Sox home field, Fenway Park. The winner of this American 

League playoff game would play the National League Champions, the Boston Braves, in 

the seven game World Series for the championship of the world. 

To some people, playing the playoff game in Boston seemed to give the Red Sox a home 

field advantage; because beside posting a 55-22 record there, Boston was 6-5 against 

the Indians in Fenway Park. Cleveland sportswriter Harry Jones agreed; writing ”Fenway 

Park, where it has been said the Red Sox eat their young, is a structural monstrosity. 

Through the years it has proven to be a dreaded nightmare to visiting clubs.” 

The bookmakers also agreed, making Boston a 6-5 favorite to be victorious. 

For the deciding playoff game pitcher, Boston manager Joe McCarthy chose hard 

throwing right hander Denny Galehouse {8-8, 4.00 ERA}. McCarthy was hoping that 

Galehouse, who was 1-1 with also a no decision against the Cleveland team, would use his 

pinpoint control to silence the Indians bats.  

Lou Boudreau, Cleveland’s playing manager, selected the talented left-handed rookie, 

Gene Beardon, {19-7, 2.53 ERA} to pitch the crucial game with only one days rest. “I 

wasn’t concerned about him pitching with only one days rest,” said Boudreau. “He’s that 

type. You can’t keep him off the mound. After pitching Saturday, he was in the bullpen 
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yesterday.”  He also hoped Beardon’s wicked slider and his knuckleball, which broke both 

down and in, would make the Red Sox batters drive the ball into the ground and force 

them to hit into double plays. 

The game started with the two clubs swapping runs in the first inning. In the top of the 

first, Boudreau hit a home run into the screen above the left field wall; and in the 

bottom of the first, the Braves Johnny Pesky doubled to right field. He scored two 

batters later when Vern Stephens singled down the left field foul line.  

The score remained tied until the fourth inning when the 

Indians started the scoring with singles by Boudreau and 

Joe Gordon. Ken Keltner followed with his thirty-first home 

run of the season, and Boston manager Joe McCarthy 

replaced Denny Galehouse with Ellis Kinder {10-7, 3.75 

ERA}. Indians centerfielder Larry Doby greeted Kinder with 

a double to left center field; and then a sacrifice bunt by 

Bob Kennedy moved Doby to third base. A ground ball to 

short by Jim Hegan scored Doby with the fourth run of the 

inning. The Indians led 5-1.  

In the top of the fifth inning Boudreau hit his second home 

run of the game, 18th of the season, and the score grew to 

6-1. 

Boston scored two runs in the sixth inning on an error and a 

home run to bring the score to 6-3; but Cleveland scored 

single runs in the eighth and ninth innings making the final score 8-3.  

Beardon pitched a fantastic game, winning his 20thgame of the season, striking out six, 

walking five and giving up only five hits. “Give credit where credit is due,” said Boston 

Manager Joe McCarthy. “Beardon was great. He had all kinds of stuff. That he could 

come back with so much stuff after only one day of rest is remarkable.” 

Some of the Indian’s wives attended the game. As the game progressed and the Indians 

began to take control of the game, Clair Hegan, catcher Jim Hegan’s wife, noticed the 

Boston fans were becoming more and more upset. “We were all so happy but we had to 

keep quiet,” she said. When the game ended, Sandy Harder, the wife of the Indians 

pitching coach Mel Harder broke into tears of happiness. As the stadium emptied, a 

passing Red Sox fan, thinking her tears were tears of sadness passed along an old 

baseball adage to her saying; “Don’t worry lady, we’ll get them next year”. 

Player-Manager Lou Boudreau 
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On Wednesday, October 6th, the day after the Cleveland Indians won the first ever 

American League playoff game; the 1948 World Series began at 1:PM at the National 

League Champion Boston Braves Home Field, in Boston, Massachusetts.  

At that time Boston, who later moved to Milwaukee and then to Georgia to become the 

present-day Atlanta Braves; had two outstanding pitchers on their staff, Warren Spahn 

and Johnny Sain, along with a bunch of other guys. Together, alone, that year they had 

won 39 games and were immortalized in a famous poem by Boston Sports Editor Gerald 

V. Hern in the ‘Boston Herald.’ 

“First we’ll use Spahn, 

Then we’ll use Sain, 

Then an off day 

Followed by rain. 

Back will come Spahn, 

Followed by Sain, 

Then followed we hope 

by two more days of rain.” 

 

The Cleveland Indians also had an outstanding pitching staff that year, headed by their 

fast ball and future Hall of Fame pitcher, Bob Feller. His fast ball was estimated to be 

over 100 MPH; but nobody really knew how fast it was; because radar speed guns hadn’t 

been invented yet. Still, in 1948 he had struck out 164 batters with it. 

The first game of the series pitted Feller {19-15, 

3.56 ERA} against Sain {24-15, 2.60 ERA} and by the 

end of 7 innings it was 0-0. Feller even had a no-hitter 

going. Then in the Bottom of the eighth, Feller walked 

catcher Bill Selkirk. Braves manager Billy Southworth 

immediately replaced Selkirk with pinch runner Phil 

Masi, and a sacrifice bunt advanced him to second. 

When Feller attempted a pick off play it appeared 

Masi was out, but umpire Bill Stewart called him safe. 

Most observers claimed he was out and when the AP 

photographs were returned the next day, Masi 

appeared to be out by two feet. Still, if the umpire 

says you’re safe, you’re safe; and so when Tommy 

Holmes singled, Masi scored; giving the Braves a 1-0 
Bob Feller 
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victory. Finally, upon his death in 1990 Masi, in his will, confirmed he was out. 

Game 2: Thursday, October 7, had the Braves Warren Spahn  {15-12, 3.71 ERA} going 

against the Indians converted infielder, the big righthander Bob Lemon {20-14, 2.82 

ERA}.                 

When it was over the Indians were victorious, 4 – 1; and the series shifted to Cleveland.    

Game 3: With the series tied at one game apiece, the first World Series game played in 

Cleveland since 1920, started at 1:00 P.M., Friday October 8th, in front of a record 

crowd of 70,306 happy fans. Gene 

Beardon, pitched for Cleveland with Vern 

Bickford {11-5, 3.27 ERA} going for the 

Braves.   

The game ended in a Cleveland victory,    

2-0.                 

Also, in this game another World Series 

record was set. It was the third 

consecutive World Series game in which 

no home runs were hit. This wasn’t 

considered significant at the time, but 

this record stood for 66 years; until the 

2014 series between the San Francisco Giants and the Kansas City Royals.  

Game 4: The following day, Saturday, October 9th, 81,897 excited fans crowded into 

Municipal Stadium setting a World Series attendance record for the second day in row. 

Johnny Sain, the Boston right hander started for Boston and right hander Steve 

Gromek, with a record of {9-3, 2.84 ERA}, started for the Indians.  

The pitching duel ended in a 2-1 Cleveland victory. 

Game 5: On Sunday, October 9th, with the series standing at 3 games to 1 in Cleveland’s 

favor; 86,288 ecstatic fans jammed into Cleveland Municipal Stadium; to set both the 

all-time World Series attendance record; and to watch and cheer on the Indians, with 

their ace Bob Feller pitching, win the World Series. Unfortunately for them, Feller, for 

the second time in the series, was unable to come through.  

The game turned into a rout with Boston victorious 11 – 4.  

Game 6: Monday, October 10th. Back in Boston, with Cleveland now leading the series 3 

games to 2, righthander Bob Lemon started his second game of the series, this time 
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against Bill Voiselle {13-13, 3.13 ERA} of the Braves. Going into the bottom of the eighth 

inning the Indians were leading 4-1, when Lemon ran into trouble. With the bases loaded 

and one out, the series hero, Gene Bearden was again brought in to pitch.  Although the 

Braves scored 2 runs to make the score 4-3, Bearden retired the last two batters in the 

eighth inning and three straight in the ninth inning.   

 

Cleveland had won their last World Series. 
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On January 15, 2018 Bob Baucher, Norty London, Bill Meissner and Joe Tirpak traveled to 
Youngstown to visit Frank Yannucci, one of the remaining founders of NEOCWRT. Frank received 
us with coffee, donuts, bagels and all the fixings which we all enjoyed. Much laughter and 
remembrances marked the visit. We enjoyed lunch at Frank’s favorite Italian restaurant. Frank 
looked and felt much improved and was looking forward to joining us when the weather breaks. 
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CIVIL WAR JOURNAL of Franco M Sperrazzo   February 13, 2018 

 

 
JANUARY 9th Meeting:  Cleveland War RT Member JEAN RHODES, researched and developed 

a 34 question Civil War quiz with PowerPoint images of prominent people connected to the American 

Civil War conflict years.  Brief background clues cleverly hinted who the faces of history were.  The 

rather intriguing results were not always so obvious.  Ms. Rhodes unique presentation stirred up the 

reoccurring idea of our NEOCWRT to build an overdue panel discussion and club participation debate.   
 

NEOCWRT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING January 23rd:  Club Officers came 

prepared to plan our 2018 calendar year activities.  These topics arose and are worthy of print here. 

Spring one day Tour: 

Underground Railroad experience @ Oberlin College/Sheffield Lake Civil War Village, to be 

combined to produce a full day event.  Our 21st President David Lintern, will serve as our leader.  He 

has already made inquiries about reserving a Saturday in June.  Our entire NEOCWRT Cabinet is on 

board with the foreseeable ways to attract future club growth.  Not in the manner of adding numbers 

but continue to find the types of individuals who will step up and eventually assimilate and ascend to 

being proactive contributing members.  Jonathan Sandy, proposed the idea of having our 

spouses/partners join the club for a more affordable price of $75. for both.  Any immediate family 

person living in your household will be included and this category will be renamed coining the term 

Family Membership.  Of course Single Members’ Dues expected to be paid in February and no later 

than March remain $55. 

An Op-Ed  originally offered by Ted Karle, was 

challenged by Retired Judge Paul Mitrovich   His Honor 

Paul, wrote an essay on why he was against Civil War 

monuments, statues, flags and logos on public land.  We 

welcome well researched ideas and opinions on historical 

issues.   Kindly be considerate and mindful of both sides of 

your argument by writing your text in a respectful manner.  

Captain Franco, proposed the idea of creating a flier 

promoting our monthly programs & special events.  We 

could market and display them in Lake/Geauga County 

libraries, colleges & Civil Municipalities. This would an 

effective instrument in discovering future members, authors and speaker historians.  Norty London 

and Kenny Godnavec are exploring possible avenues to make the project cost effective.  
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Mentor Public Library, Main Campus:   February 14th noon to 1pm.  Leaders & Legacies of the 

Civil War:  Warrior to White House.  “Civil War Presidents of the United States”.  Being in the 

military is not a mandate to be eligible to serve in the highest office in the United States.  Five 

individuals that served in our nation’s Civil War did serve in Washington D C.  Their lives and 

personal experiences will be profiled by James A. Garfield NHS Park Rangers and Lawnfield Site 

volunteers.  Patrons will convene in the Garfield room. RSVP:  440-255-8722, free admission, 8095 

Mentor Ave, Mentor, 44060  

 

Western Reserve History Society, Cleveland History Center:  Our continuing WRHS membership 

is currently featuring newer exhibit:  Cleveland Starts Here.  This digital portal and interactive 

Cleveland History montage covers 220+ years of Northeast Ohio’s Historical relevance in a timeline.  

Incorporated are touchscreens, nearly 500 artifacts and over 30 images featuring stories of triumph and 

tragedy that define our important community.  Subjects include avenues of innovation, immigration, 

entrepreneurship and the diverse culture of our landmark city.  King LeBron James, 2016 NBA 

Championship shoes are on display. We have club free admission passes later this month for the 

asking.   
 

 

Scott Longert, Cleveland Baseball Heritage:  

Retired NPS Ranger & Buckeye Alumni Scott 

presents his PowerPoint video program on 

Cleveland Indians Baseball trials & tribulations.  

Scott has authored 3 books on our Tribe:  Addie 

Joss “King of the Pitchers”, The Best They Could 

Be “How the Cleveland Indians Became the 

Kings of Baseball 1916-1920”.  Scott’s most 

recent tapestry is:  NO MONEY, NO BEER, and 

NO PENNANTS.  Cleveland Baseball in the Great 

Depression.  If you are a Cleveland professional 

sports fan this break from our monthly norm is 

promised to be quite entertaining.  
 

 

 



Volume XXII, Issue 2, February 13, 2018 

 
                                                                                                          16 
 

NEOCWRT Book Raffle/Historical Library Implemented:  Retired member Carlo Dodaro, had the 

desire to have an archival library representing several periods of American/World History.  Now that 

wish comes to fruition.  President David Lintern, 

can sign out books displayed on the rectangular table 

by signing the clipboard at most meetings.  They can 

be returned or exchanged when you are finished.  We 

may do the regular book raffle 1 time before our 

summer hiatus and a 2nd time during a fall session.  

See everyone February 13th on the eve of 

Valentine’s Day & Baseball Spring Training.   

Captain Franco 
 

 

 

 

(Ray Chapman, Cleveland Indians) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Currier invites the submission of articles or comments for publication on 

historical subjects by its members or the public. 

Articles and comments published by the Currier do not necessarily represent 

an endorsement by the NEOCWRT or its membership of the facts, 

conclusions, and opinions of the author(s). 

 


