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                 THE COURIER          

               Northeast Ohio Civil War Round Table 

                                                                             

                                              Tuesday    April 10, 2018   Meeting #178 

          Canteen:  6:00 pm       Dinner:  6:45 pm  

                                            Pine Ridge Country Club 

                                      30601 Ridge Road, Wickliffe, Ohio  

                                                  Guest Speaker:  Thomas Bogar 

                                     Topic:  Backstage at the Lincoln Assassination 

                     Reservations required     Guests are Welcome     Please call Mike Sears 

                           Phone   440 257 3956   e-Mail: mikeanddonnas@roadrunner.com   

            

  

  Backstage at the Lincoln Assassination is the previously untold story of Lincoln’s 

assassination: the 46 actors, managers and stagehands of Ford’s Theatre who lived through the 
horrifying events of April 14, 1865, and what each of them witnessed in the chaos-streaked 

hours before John Wilkes Booth was discovered to be the culprit.  

 

 

Thomas A. Bogar taught theatre history, dramatic literature, and theatrical production for forty 
years, most recently at Hood College in Frederick, Maryland, and directed over seventy theatrical 

productions. He holds a Ph.D. in theatre history/literature/criticism from Louisiana State 
University, an M.A. in play directing, and a B.A. in educational theatre, both from the University 
of Maryland. In addition to Backstage at the Lincoln Assassination (Regnery History 2013), he is 

the author of Thomas Hamblin and the Bowery Theatre (Palgrave Macmillan 2018) American 
Presidents Attend the Theatre (McFarland, 2006), and a biography of 19th-century actor-

manager John E. Owens (McFarland, 2002). He is the recipient of two National Endowment for 
the Humanities fellowships and served as a judge for Washington’s Helen Hayes Theatre Awards. 

He lives in Silver Spring, Maryland. 
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  THE COMPLICITY OF THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT 

AND ITS SECRET SERVICE BUREAU IN THE ASSASSINATION 

AND ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATIONS OF APRIL 14, 1865, IN 

WASHINGTON 

 

By 

John C. Fazio  

 

The issue of who, ultimately, bears responsibility for the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln, the near 

assassination of Secretary of State William H. Seward, and the attempted assassinations of Vice President Andrew 

Johnson, Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton and Lieutenant-General Ulysses S. Grant, at least, on the night of 

April 14. 1865, in Washington, is a delicate one. It has been said that "Truth, like a bastard, comes into the world, 

never without ill-fame to him who gives her birth" (Thomas Hardy) and that "All great truths begin as 

blasphemies" (G. B. Shaw).    

Accordingly, after the publication of Decapitating the Union: 

Jefferson Davis, Judah Benjamin and the Plot to Assassinate 

Lincoln, in 2015, by McFarland, which, of course, postulates 

the ultimate responsibility of the Confederate government and 

its Secret Service, I received a thinly disguised phone call from 

a fellow in Virginia who told me that he had begun work on a 

book about the events of April 14 and was told in no uncertain 

terms by persons in Virginia, who, he said, refer to themselves 

as "Mosby men" and their state as "Occupied Virginia", that he 

should in no way tie Mosby to the assassination of Lincoln. I 

naturally reminded him of the First Amendment, and he 

naturally acknowledged its relevance, but he said he was 

merely passing on what he had been told and that he thought I 

ought to know about it. Well, I did in fact modify the relevant 

passages in the later edition of the book, so that they were 

somewhat more civilly worded, but ultimately I put greater 

stock in the First Amendment than in the admonition. Still, the episode does illustrate the sensitivity of some 

people on the issue, particularly our Southern brethren. Consistent with this, I have given my PowerPoint 

presentation on The Confederate Secret Service and the Assassination of Abraham Lincoln dozens of times, but 

not once to a Southern audience, despite my efforts to do so. Though the book has received excellent reviews and 

though the presentation has always been well received, I have been told that my evidence is circumstantial (as if 

that were a weakness; it isn't), that the highly educated and super-refined Southern aristocrats who were the 

Confederate government leaders and upper-level Secret Service operatives would never even dream of 

committing such a heinous act as regicide and certainly would have nothing to do with such low lifes as Booth, 

Powell, Herold, Atzerodt, Arnold and O'Laughlen, and even that my arguments were "destroying a culture". Why, 

then, do I persist, especially when we consider that we are many generations removed from the events of that fatal 

and fateful night and that they therefore have little or no relevance now? Because one can say that about any 

historical event that is generations removed from our time. Why bother studying history at all if we are going to 

use contemporary relevance, and only contemporary relevance, as justification to do so? As historians, we are, or 

President Abraham Lincoln 



Volume XXII, Issue 4, April 10, 2018 

 
                                                                                                          3 
 

in any case we should be, in thrall to that elusive will-o-the wisp known as truth. If we are not, then we should 

find something else to do--a different vocation or avocation. Recall that it was Lincoln himself who said that 

history isn't history unless it is the truth. So let us carry on in spite of intimidation and in spite of arguments about 

the nature of the evidence, the scruples of political leaders, the destruction of cultures and contemporary 

relevance.   

It sometimes happens that compelling evidence for a postulate is in front of our eyes, and has always been in front 

of our eyes, but is nevertheless overlooked or ignored. The postulate, of course, is that the Confederate 

government and its Secret Service were complicit is the assassination and attempted assassinations of Lincoln 

and the other Federal officeholders previously named. The evidence I refer to is in the transcripts of the trial of 

the conspirators that was held in May and June, 1865, coupled with knowledge we have of the Confederate 

response to the Wistar and DahlgrenKilpatrick Raids against Richmond in February and March, 1864. I have 

known about this evidence for a long time, but I realized its significance and its relevance to the postulate only 

recently. Here is the evidence, which, in my judgment, rises to the level of proof that Confederate leaders would 

not shrink from diabolical deeds if they offered them any chance of winning the war, including regicide.    

After the Wistar and Dahlgren-Kilpatrick Raids, which the Confederate leadership laid at Lincoln's feet, based 

upon Wistar's and Dahlgren's orders, especially the latter's, which called for the assassination of Davis and his 

cabinet and which were obtained from Dahlgren's corpse, a series of high-level meetings were held in Richmond 

to consider an appropriate response. The minutes of these meetings are apparently lost, but it is known that the 

meetings were attended by the highest levels of both the political and military leadership of the Confederacy.         

What followed, inter alia, was the appointment by Davis of three men for 

service with the so-called Canadian Cabinet, already established in Montreal 

and other Canadian cities, i.e. members of the Confederate Secret Service who 

were there because they were beyond American jurisdiction and could therefore 

carry out their work with relatively little organized opposition from the United 

States government. The men were James P. Holcombe of Virginia, Clement C. 

Clay of Alabama and Jacob Thompson of Mississippi. They were sent to 

Montreal with drafts for $1 million in gold (about $2.2. million in United States 

greenbacks) for the purpose of carrying out duties "already entrusted", but not 

specified in writing, and "such instructions as you have received from me (i.e. 

Davis) verbally, in such manner as shall seem most likely to conduce the 

furtherance of the interests of the Confederate States of America". Observe that 

Davis’s orders and instructions were so sensitive that they could not even be 

committed to paper, even in code. It does not require an especially vivid 

imagination to surmise why.   

 

Now bear in mind that these were Davis's men, following his instructions and being financed by him, and that 

everything they did, therefore, must have been known to Davis and must have been approved by Davis. It is 

inconceivable that they would have carried out activities that had not been approved by Davis, that were unknown 

to Davis or that were contrary to Davis's wishes. With that in mind, consider the testimony of one Godfrey Joseph 

Hyams, who testified, under oath, at the trial of the conspirators, that he had been hired by Dr. Luke Pryor 

Blackburn, another member of the Canadian Cabinet, for the purpose of "disposing" (i.e. selling) of clothing 

which had been "infected" with yellow fever, small pox and other contagious diseases, throughout the North, for 

the purpose of spreading pestilence in the North. The clothing had been obtained by Blackburn from Bermuda, 

where there had been a yellow fever epidemic, and had been transported to the United States, and was being 

stored in trunks. Blackburn, of course, despite being a doctor, did not know that yellow fever could not be spread  

 

Above: General Judson Kilpatrick 
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by clothing, but that is beside the point. Part of this diabolical scheme involved sending "infected" shirts to the 

Executive Mansion as a gift to Lincoln from an anonymous benefactor. Most significantly, Hyams testified that 

he not only met repeatedly with Blackburn, for the purpose (Blackburn, incidentally, promised him at least 

$100,000 for his services, and possibly "ten times that amount"), but also with Holcombe, Clay and Thompson, 

who promised him that another reward for his services would be that he would become a "gentleman for the future 

instead of a working-man and a mechanic". (Hyams said he also met with Bennett H. Young, leader of the 

Confederate raid on St. Albans, but this is not relevant.) According to Hyams, the men "seemed perfectly to 

understand the business in which I had been engaged". It was Thompson who paid him (though not much) and it 

was Thompson who told him that he had met with Blackburn, that he had discussed the matter with him and that 

he had received his authority to pay Hyams. Hyams also stated that Blackburn and Holcombe had told him that 

the Confederate government had appropriated $200,000 for the purpose of carrying out the scheme. Needless to 

say, Hyams never received more than a small percentage of the compensation that had been promised him, despite 

having distributed some of the clothing, though he does say that he had a further meeting with Holcombe and 

Clay before he put the matter behind him. Hyams adds that he afterwards heard that the valise that contained the 

"infected" shirts "had been sent to the President". Hyams's testimony was never impeached.   

So what does all this prove, if anything? It proves that as early as the summer of 1864 the Confederate government 

and its Secret Service Bureau were actively plotting the murder of Abraham Lincoln, because, most likely, of the 

perceived license given by the Wistar and Dahlgren-Kilpatrick Raids against Richmond. It is also most probative, 

though it does not prove conclusively, that all the attempts on Lincoln’s life that occurred subsequent to the Raids 

were related to them, including the shot at Lincoln when he was riding alone toward the Soldiers' Home in August 

and including, of course, the attempt that succeeded.  

If there are still those who are disposed to argue that it is possible 

that Davis knew nothing about the yellow fever plot and, 

specifically, the plan to assassinate Lincoln with "infected" shirts, 

consider that there is a letter in existence, which survived the 

flames, from Confederate Secret Service agent Kensey Johns 

Stewart (also a member of the Canadian Cabinet) to Jefferson 

Davis, in which Stewart mentions Hyams and the yellow fever 

plot and pleads with Davis to desist from the same on the grounds 

that it could not possibly find favor with God. A copy of the letter 

is set forth below. It is most significant that Stewart’s plea fell on 

deaf ears, because four months after his letter the trunks were still 

full and the plot was still on.  (Shown on the left: Confederate 

President Jefferson Davis)   

Couple these facts with the fact that when John Surratt was asked by fellow Papal Zouave Henri Beaumont de 

Ste. Marie, in Italy, whether or not Davis had had anything to do with Lincoln's assassination, Surratt answered: 

"I am not going to tell you", which, of course, is as good as an affirmative answer, and what conclusion shall we 

draw? Is there anyone who still believes that Davis, and therefore Benjamin, his right hand, were not complicit in 

Lincoln's assassination. If so, I would like to hear why.      
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To His Excellency 
Jefferson Davis President C.S.A.   
 
Toronto C. W.,   
Dec. 12th ‘64  
Box 660   
 
Dear Sir:   

          As I conceive that the reasons for fulfilling the work undertaken still exist and are even more 
cogent, I wish to advise you that notwithstanding the miserable failures of many late enthusiasts, and 
the vigilance and anxiety occasioned thereby, our own plans can be carried out upon two conditions: 
1st sufficient time: 2nd that you will put a stop to all these comparatively useless annoyances which do 
not produce a desire for peace so much as a thirst for revenge. Your Excellency is aware that when a 
negro is slightly chastened, he hates you, but a just and thorough whipping humbles him. I am aware 
that temporary vigilance and consequently diversion of forces from other plans, has been occasioned; 
but not only is this temporary, but it tends to increase the centralization of power in the hands of our 
enemy, who thus finds us playing into his hands, indeed, when I have seen the character of agents 
employed, and the impious nature of their work, I have taken the liberty of saying that you have not 
ordered, and will not endorse the work of these men. For I cannot regard you as capable of expecting 
the blessing of God upon, or being personally associated with instruments & or plans such as I described 
below. As our country has been and is entirely dependent upon God, we cannot afford to displease 
him. Therefore, it cannot be our policy to employ wicked men to destroy the persons & property of 
private citizens, by inhumane & cruel acts. I name only one. $100.00 of public money has been paid 
here to one “Hyams”, a shoemaker, for services rendered, by conveying & causing to be sold in the city 
of Washington at auction, boxes of small-pox clothing. As I mean this not for injury of the well-meaning 
party who planned it, nor of the person who paid the money, I wish no other notice taken of it, than 
that such things be discouraged. There can be no doubt of the causes of the failure of such plans. It is 
only a matter of surprise that, God does not forsake us and our cause when we are associated with such 
misguided friends.             

I regard it as a kind and merciful Providence that has delayed my own actions by causing the 
check for $120,000 (?) I sent by the signal corps to fall into the enemy’s hands, for otherwise I should 
have been endangered by these abortive attempts of others. Col. F has acquired much information and 
adopted excellent plans, but God has been against him. Everything has failed by Divine intervention. If 
God is against me, I will not succeed. But until you withdraw from me the confidence you have seen fit 
to repose in me, or I see some other reasons than such as now exist, for discouragement, I must 
continue to urge upon you the importance of measures which must induce an early peace, and to 
promise that by God’s help I will do the work thoroughly and as speedily as practicable.            

It is impossible for Col. F to sit here in Toronto & manage such difficult things in the states. He 
has truly said to me nothing is going on__?__. He is a true man, & a shrewd one. But he does not see 
the cause of these failures. If you can find someone better suited to the work, send him out (?). If not, 
I will do it by God’s help. I enclose my memo, in detail, upon other issues than those agreed on. May 
God hand down your administration to the future, , with its past and present, lights untarnished, as the  
 
glory of a noble but suffering people.                                                                       
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Truly yours & c  
A true copy)  
B. Wells      )  
A. P. Tasker) 
 
 
(Marginal note):   

            Original filed with Jefferson Davis papers and letters from K. J. Stewart           
Nov & Dec /68  (?)           
rel to____?____from abroad 
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In the Footsteps of Judah Benjamin 

 

By Paul Siedel 

 
 

       On April 1, 1865 a note was delivered to Jefferson Davis while he was attending services at 

St. Paul's Church in Richmond. He was told that Gen. Grant had broken through the 

Confederate lines at Petersburg and that Richmond would have to be abandoned. He quietly set 

about removing his government from that city to points south. His Secretary of State, Judah 

Benjamin left his home and walked swiftly to his office. There with help of several aids he 

burned many of the state department archives before taking the rest to the Richmond and 

Danville R. R. Station. The train left Richmond in the early morning hours of April third and 

traveled to Danville,Va. From there after learning of Lee's surrender Davis and his cabinet made 

their way south until they arrived in Washington, Ga. on May 1, 1865. Shortly before that, 

however, Benjamin decided to leave the party telling an aid "I will never be taken alive". From 

Washington, Ga. he and his aid traveled south through the Georgia woods into Florida. After 

passing through Tallahassee he was given an old buggy and a broken down horse. Benjamin 

being from Louisiana and married to a Creole woman spoke fluent French. He therefore 

assumed the persona of a French traveler and was able to escape Federal authorities until he 

reached the home of the Gambles just 

southeast of Tampa near Sarasota. The 

Gambles were  Confederate sympathizers 

and hid Benjamin from the Federal forces 

that were combing the area, he stayed in a 

cottage at the Gamble Plantation for several 

weeks and then set out for Cuba. Benjamin 

and his guide traveled by night in a small 

skiff down the southwest coast of Florida, 

past what would become Naples and Fort 

Myers, past Key West and finally arrived in 

Bimini off the east coast of Florida. From 

there he made his torturous way to Havana. 

Benjamin was one of the best antebellum 

lawyers in the  U. S. And knew he had the 

foundations for a whole new career. He soon left Cuba and with much difficulty made his way 

to England. He eventually became a very eminent barrister and a very wealthy and respected 

member of the bar in Great Britain. He refused to talk about his role in the American Civil War 

and never returned to the U.S. He died in 1883 and is buried in Paris. 

Gamble Plantation 
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        The Gamble Plantation "Ellenton" is located a few miles southwest of Tampa at 3708 

Patton Ave. Ellenton, Fla., 34222 and is open to the public. Check the website for further 

information. The docent there does a wonderful job of telling the story of Judah Benjamin and 

how he was one of only two Confederate Cabinet members who alluded Federal authorities 

after The Civil War. A must for any Civil War Buff while in Florida. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Volume XXII, Issue 4, April 10, 2018 

 
                                                                                                          9 
 

 

CIVIL WAR JOURNAL of Franco M Sperrazzo 

April 10th, 2018 

 

March 14th Meeting, Theodore J. Karle:  “Irish Freedom and The Civil War:   

It was my privilege to introduce Ted Karle, prior to debuting his special program.  We are grateful 

to John Sandy and Tom Horvath Jr who assisted Ted with his newest PowerPoint presentation.  

Ted chose to access the Internet multiple times to create effective video effects and period music.  

My conclusion is:  Producer Ted’s 3 part docudrama should be considered for part of a course 

curriculum at a local community college.  Should Ted desire to pursue that option the segments 

could be taught as:  1) The history of the Irish people; 2) Irish migration to the Americas; 3) 

Prominent role of Irish Americans in the Civil War.  Hope everyone appreciates the time and 

research Ted dedicated to this project.     

NEOCWRT 2018 Club Dues:   

As mentioned since January this is your final notice.  If you HAVE NOT paid your $55. Individual 

or $75. Family membership dues you are now delinquent.  Kindly bring your cash/check to our 

April 10th meeting to be included in the next club directory/roster.  Mike Sears and George Maier, 

will be on duty to assist you.  If writing a NEOCWRT diner check keep the $25. Separate from 

the dues!.   

Mentor Public Library:  April 11th from 12 noon to 1pm.  8215 Mentor Avenue, Mentor, 

OH 44060  

Prelude to Sumter:  Leaders & Legacies of the Mexican-American War.  A long ago oddity was 

a well-known fact that several prominently known faces from the Civil War previously fought 

together elsewhere.  They were Army & Navy Soldiers in The Mexican- American War from 

1846-48.  Learn their stories of time spent together in Mexico.  Little did they know that this 

would become the predecessor to future confrontation as they became battle opponents and 

leading commanders for the Union and Confederacy in the Civil War.  The series is produced by 

James A. Garfield NHS Park Rangers.  This particular program is performed by longtime site 

volunteer David Lintern.  Bring your beverage/snack to the Garfield room to enjoy this free 

program.  RSVP  440.255.8811   

Spring Tour Saturday June 9th:   

One Day Trip to Oberlin and Sheffield Lake.   The morning will start with a visit to Oberlin 

College to view evidence of the Underground Railroad during the Civil War.  Following our 

lunch respite we travel north to encounter The 103rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry in Sheffield Lake.  
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We will explore their museum; old barracks nicknamed ELFORDILNO; and their current and 

former photo gallery.  A signup sheet will be passed around at our meeting next Tuesday.   

WRHS 2018 Admission Passes:   

Already 2 groups if members have taken advantage of the free admission passes for this calendar 

year.  Besides fellow member Debbie Weinkamer, you can ask Vice President Godnavec’s future 

First Lady Cheri, how they enjoyed their time being educated by the “Treasures in the Palace of 

the Western Reserve”.  Ask me for free parking passes for the lot at:  10825 East Blvd, Cleveland, 

OH 44106.  Phone 216.721.5722.  Website:  WRHS.org.     

Attention Members, Race for the books:   

Our Program Director’s Committee has evaluated overstock in our Archival library and 

determined you the membership are worthy of having free books.  Your loyalty and support for 

so many years is greatly appreciated.  Hence this generous offering will start in April.     

Scott Longert, Early History of the Cleveland Indians, Monday April 9th @ Mentor Main 

Library from 6:30-7:30pm in the Village room.   

If you missed Scott at our March 14th round table meeting he will do an encore of his NO 

MONEY, NO BEER, NO PENNANTS book.  This covers the time period of 1937-1945.  Focus 

on the pre-WW11 pennant race of 1940.  Registration required:  440.255.8811   

NEOCWRT POLICY DISCLAIMER:  The Courier invites the submission of dissertations 

or comments for publication on historical subjects by its members or guests.  Researched 

articles or commentary published by the Courier Newsletter does not necessarily represent 

an endorsement by the NEOCWRT or its membership of the facts, conclusions and opinions 

of the author (s).     

 

Heads up MLB Fans.  Looks like another freezing cold / snowy Indians Home Opener for the 

final season of the Tribe’s 72 year old Chief Wahoo.   Go Tribe!!!!!      Franco 

 

 


